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Ministry


Ministere

of
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Labour


Travail

Occupational Health and Safety Branch

505 University Ave. 19th Floor
Toronto, Ontario

M7A 1T7

Alec Farquhar, Director

Tel: (416) 326-7866

Fax: (416) 326-7242

February 2, 2007
Dear Stakeholder:

Re:  Draft GUIDELINE on the Noise Requirements in the Regulation for Industrial Establishments and Oil & Gas-Offshore
As announced on January 2, 2007, Regulations 565/06 and 566/06, will be amending the existing Noise Requirements in the Industrial Establishments, O. Reg 851 and the Oil and Gas-Offshore, O. Reg. 855, effective July 1, 2007. 

The new Regulations revoke the current noise provisions in both regulations and replace them with an 8-hour time-weighted average exposure limit of 85 dBA, Lex,8 (based on a 3 dB exchange rate). Protective measures to protect worker’s hearing, as well as warning signs, are also required.

A guideline is being developed by the Ministry of Labour to assist industry to prepare for these changes and be in compliance with the new provisions by July 1, 2007. The purpose of the Guideline is to provide workplace parties with guidance on the new requirements. The  Guideline will not prescribe how an employer must develop and implement specific components, however, it answers common questions about the regulatory provisions. 

I am providing you with a draft version of the Guideline at this time for review and comment to ensure that the information provided is clear, concise, and complete. If you have any comments, or concerns regarding the draft Guideline, we would like to hear from you by February 23, 2007. 

We have also scheduled a meeting to provide you with an opportunity to discuss and review the draft and provide any comments and suggestions you may have. This meeting will take place on Feb. 20, 2007, from 1 to 4 p.m. in the Main Boardroom, located at 505 University Avenue, 19th Floor, Toronto.  Attendance by teleconference will also be available.
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To submit written comments, and/or to register for the February 20th meeting, please contact Gerry Paquette, as noted below.  You can also contact Mr. Paquette during the review period with any other questions or concerns which you might have.
Gerry Paquette

Provincial Specialist

Industrial Health and Safety Program

Ministry of Labour

Willet Green Miller Centre

933 Ramsey Lake Road
Sudbury, ON  P3E 6B5

Tel. : (705) 670-5703

Fax (705) 670-5698

Gerry.Paquette@ontario.ca
Please submit your written responses and comments by February 23, 2007.  At that point, the Ministry will move ahead with the finalization and posting of the Guideline.
We thank you in advance for taking the time to help us improve this draft guideline and make it a valuable reference document for all industrial workplaces. 

Sincerely,
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Alec Farquhar

Director
Cc: Gerry Paquette
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